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Malcolm Cox

Gospel of John

Quiet Time Series: “Come Follow Me”
SEA Region, Indian subcontinent & Philippines

Introduction: “Follow Jesus the Lamb of God”

3,000 years ago a king sat in despair. He had everything he wanted. More gold, women, and pow-

er than anyone before him. He had no equal. Yet he was troubled. Fulfiiment eluded him. He called
for his scribe and dictated these words, “He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also

set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to

end.” (Ecclesiastes 3:11 NIV11)

King Solomon was wrestling with the same questions we've been asking for all of humanity’s exis-
tence. How can God connect with humankind? How can we connect with the eternal? We know
there is something more than what we see, but where is it, what is it, who is it?

Theologians discuss the challenge of how God’s transcendent nature (his otherness, his holiness,
his all-powerful nature) can be reconciled with his immanence (his connection, relationship and
presence with his creation). There is mystery in this, but there is also wonder, awe and majesty.
John chapter 1 introduces us to the where, what, how and who of the transcendent God becoming
immanent.

Now read John chapter 1.1

John begins his story of how a transcendent God became immanent. He pulls back the curtain to
reveal God - the one always in existence, the creator of all we see and do not see, the light, the
life, the Word. He startles us with amazing news - that this God has become human. He has en-
tered our world, put on our flesh, experienced our life. What does this mean? The rest of John’s
story addresses this question.

Back in the day there was a saying, “Jesus is the answer”. Someone responded, “Fine, but what’s
the question?” I'd say that Jesus is both question and answer, and John presents him this way.
People are confused by Jesus and amazed by him. The question from John 8.25 is typical, ““Who
are you?” they asked.” You are about to spend two weeks with John’s picture of Jesus. What will
you learn? You will learn to question your assumptions, and to rejoice over your discoveries.

The first disciples provide a model of followership (Jn 1.35-51). They are pointed to Jesus (35),
called to follow (39, 43), and inspired to invite others (41-42, 45-46).2 John shows us the nature of
discipleship.3 Part of that is to see following not as an individualistic activity, but as joining a com-
munity. Don't forget to share with others what you are learning.

1 Chapters 1-12 describe verse 11. Chapters 13-17 describe verse 12.
2 Each time we meet Andrew in the Gospel he is bringing someone to Jesus (John 6:8; 12:22).

3 Discipleship involves: i) Finding Jesus (or having him pointed out); ii) Knowing something of his purpose (Lamb of
God); iii) Following Jesus — personal encounter, not religious observance; iv) Humility; v) Being part of a community of
followers; vi) Transformation

Page 1 of 10



Malcolm Cox

By the end of chapter one we already know that Jesus is ‘Son of God’, ‘Lamb of God’, ‘Messial’,
and ‘King of Israel’. But do we have any real idea of what this means? Apparently not. When Jesus
says, “You will see greater things...you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending
and descending on’ the Son of Man.” (John 1:50-51 NIV11), it's as if he is saying, “You ain’t seen
nothing yet!” And indeed, we have not.

Prepare yourself to follow Jesus, and prepare yourself to be a faithful disciple more than ever be-
fore. We are not those who despair like Solomon, instead we are those who rejoice because a
transcendent God has become immanent and we can follow him.

Now pray for insight, faith and courage.

Day 1

John 2: “Follow Jesus and see his glory”

Read John chapter 2

Starter prayer: “Father, praise you that you are glorious, and deserving of glory. Help me to hear
you speak to me through this chapter. Strengthen me to follow Jesus and see his glory.............
................................................................................................. In Jesus name, Amen"

Context: Jesus told his disciples they would, “see greater things” (1.50). They are waiting to, “see
‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.” (John 1:51).
The wait is over. Here they get their first glimpse of his glory (2.11). They start to see the one from
heaven involved here on earth.

Imagination question: What'’s the best wedding you've ever attended (other than your own)? Why
was it so good? It was 1991 when Carlos and Charlotte got married. We all rejoiced - and cried.
They had no money, but a combination of family and church helped them to put on a basic cere-
mony. The flowers were few, the dresses inexpensive, the reception small (I'm not even sure there
was a meal - it was in the church basement). None of that mattered. They were in love, and we
rejoiced to share in that love. They had been in a relationship before becoming disciples, had puri-
fied that relationship in Christ, and now we were seeing their joy. A day | shall never forget. They
are still together 25 years later, and their love is as strong as ever.#

Further questions: How might the bridegroom have been feeling knowing the wine was running
out?s What does it tell you about Mary that she asked Jesus to help? Why do you think he said,
“My hour has not yet come”?¢ And then why do you think he goes ahead? At what point in the story
do you think the servants knew that Jesus had turned water into wine?” In what way does this situ-
ation reveal his glory?8

4 There's even more to this story, but space is limited here. Email me if you want more details, mccx@mac.com.

5 Weddings often lasted a week with guests coming and going day by day. The bridegroom funded everything.

6 ‘hour/time’ theme in John: 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 16:32; 17:1

7 The jars were jars, holding 90 to 135 litres each

8 Abundant wine (oil or milk) are signs of the age of fulfilment: Jer. 31:12, Joel 3:18, Amos 9:13—14. The kingdom has

arrived.
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Contemplation point: Mary gives only one instruction in the entire Bible. It must be significant.
She says, “Do whatever he tells you”. Does this have something to do with why John included this
incident? What'’s the connection between this statement and following Jesus?

Personal questions: The disciples follow Jesus to a wedding and witness his first “sign”. Some-
times we miss Jesus in the ‘ordinary’ things of life. Are you aware of him being with you in the ‘sec-
ular’ parts of your day? Where are you going today? Who will you see? What are your tasks? They
are all places in which Jesus can reveal his glory. He is going into those situations ahead of you.
What would it look like today if you knew you were following him into those places, instead of think-
ing you were leading him into those places?

Call to action: Mary says, “Do whatever he tells you.” Pick something from this passage that con-
nects with a command of Jesus and do it (top tip - it might help to tell someone else that you are
going to do it).

Finish today’s Bible study with a prayer .....

Day 2

John 4: “Follow Jesus to the harvest”

Read John chapter 4

Starter prayer: “Father, | praise you that you are spirit and | thank you for revealing your truth
through Jesus. As | study your word today please help me to .............
................................................................................................. In Jesus name, Amen"

Context: Since yesterdays’ Quiet Time Jesus has cleansed the temple, had a deep theological
conversation with Nicodemus and received affirmation from his cousin. He has been baptising, but,
like a wise leader, has delegated this activity to his trainees. To avoid a premature confrontation
with the Pharisees he moves back to Galilee. The route takes him through Samaria.

Imagination question: Have you ever carried hidden shame? How does it feel trying to keep the
secret? In 1979 | cycled 100 miles for charity. It was tough, but the feeling of accomplishment in
aid of a good cause was magnificent.® The money came in from my sponsors, but | was arriving at
university and discovering the ‘joys’ of beer. The beer was drunk as quickly as the sponsor money
arrived. The charity never saw a penny. | was terrified they would find out and expose me. The
haunting of my shame went on for some time. Eventually guilt got the better of me, and | sent the
money to the charity with an apologetic note. My conscience was now clear, but I've never forgot-
ten the feeling of shame.

Further questions: Why do you suppose the woman is coming to the well at noon when the nor-
mal times were in the morning and evening? And why alone? How is Jesus feeling? What does the
detail about his situation teach you about him? What is unusual in him talking to a woman? What’s
the issue between the Jews and Samaritans? What is the main point Jesus is trying to help the
woman understand? What is the main point he wants the disciples to understand? Why do you
think many from the town came out to hear Jesus and believed in him?

9| did it for the Stoke Mandeville Hospital - a specialist unit for spinal injuries
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Contemplation point: Jesus moves the conversation from social (v7) to spiritual (v10), to con-

frontational (v17-18), to transformational (v26). Why are all these phases important? How skilled
are you in these four areas? How confident do you feel? Is it time to grow in one of these? How
can you do that?

Personal questions: Key phrases from this story include, “God is spirit, and his worshipers must
worship in the Spirit and in truth” (v24); “I, the one speaking to you—I| am he.” (v26); “open your
eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest” (v35); “We know that this man really is the
Saviour of the world.” (v42) Can you see any way in which they are connected? Which phrase
stands out to you as one with a message to you today? Why is that one standing out? Are you fol-
lowing Jesus to the harvest?

Call to action: Knowing you have done God’s will is as good as a satisfying meal (v32-34). Jesus’
harvesting of the woman has fed him so nutritiously that his hunger is forgotten. Do you have the
faith to feed others with the truth even if it means going physically hungry yourself? The woman'’s
sin had ‘seeded’ her to be ready for Jesus. She has clearly also been ‘seeded’ in the past by some
discussion or teaching she had heard about worship. Now Jesus is able to harvest many people
because she goes to seed the town. Jesus did none of the ‘seeding’! But he now is able to do all
the harvesting. Do you have this vision for your own harvest? If you see things this way, what dif-
ference will it make to the rest of your day?

Finish today’s Bible study with a prayer .....

Day 3
John 6: “Follow Jesus when the teachings get hard”

Read John chapter 6

Starter prayer: “Father, | praise you that you are a long-suffering God and have a divine patience.
Thank you for sending Jesus as the bread of life, and that he satisfies us with spiritual food. As |
study this chapter today, please help Mmeto ........cocvvviiiiiiii

Context: By the time we get to chapter 6 Jesus has performed his second ‘sign’ (Jn 4.54) - healing
a boy remotely. We learn what faith means from the attitude of the father who takes Jesus at his
word (4.50). In chapter 5 an invalid is healed (v8-9'°) and Jesus is questioned about his authority.
His claim is that he can give ‘life’ (v21), something he will unpack in chapter 10.1' He feeds the five
thousand (6.5-15)12, walks on water (6.16-24), and we pick up the story in the second half of the
chapter.

Imagination question: Have you ever eaten something that truly disgusted you? How did it feel?
Sorry to bring back bad memories - | hope I've not put you off your breakfast! The grub | was
served in South Africa never made it from the plate to my mouth. Cow’s foot was a tough dish to
take, and Durian is not a food | wish to try again!

10 Today this pool, complete with five porches, is located adjacent to the Church of St. Anne inside Jerusalem’s Old City.
1 Jn 5.18 is the first record of the desire to kill Jesus (see Jn 15.18-25),

12 presumably the reference to the Passover is significant. Is Jesus consciously setting the teaching regarding the
bread of life within the context of the Passover’s proximity so that the listeners will see him more clearly as the Passover
lamb? Israel was hoping for a Prophet like Moses. They expected the Prophet to bring deliverance and provide ‘manna’
from heaven just like Moses.

Page 4 of 10



Malcolm Cox

Further questions: Jesus is getting more blunt, “..you are looking for me, not because you saw
the signs | performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill.” Why do you think he is be-
ing so direct - almost rude? From what you know about Jesus, what does it mean to “believe in the
one he has sent”?'® The crowd want to have a continual supply of physical bread (v31, 34), but
Jesus wants to satisfy a different hunger. What kind of hunger is he talking about? How would you
know you were filled with what he is offering? Jesus uses an “l am” saying here (v35). What is the
significance of this?'* Why do you think people grumbled about his claim to come down from
heaven?'s The drinking of blood was forbidden to an Israelite (Lev 17.10-14), so why does Jesus
use this analogy? What is he saying to us about participation in him and his life?

Contemplation point: The crowd understand belief in him as a matter of accepting his competen-
cy on the basis of the miracles he performed. But for Jesus ‘belief’ in him was a decision to commit
to a relationship based on trust in him. Do you base your relationship with Jesus primarily on his
power, or his love? Whichever it is, do you know why?

Personal questions: Are you as fully committed to a relationship with Jesus as the day you were
baptised? Is there anything going on in your mind or your heart that is preventing you from nutri-
tious feeding on Jesus? Have any teachings of his got harder recently - so hard that you might ac-
tually turn back and no longer follow him?

Call to action: Remember that the teachings of Jesus are life and light. We have eternal life be-
cause of them. They may be hard, but they are salvation. This life is temporary, and perseverance
will bring its reward (James 1.4; Rev 22.12). If you have been finding any particular command of
Jesus a little tough recently, talk it over with a trusted friend and pray together.

Finish today’s Bible study with a prayer .....

Day 4
John 8: “Follow Jesus into the light”

Read John chapter 8

Starter prayer: “Father, | praise you that you are light and that you sent the light into this world so
all could see and no longer live in darkness. Thank you for giving me access to this light. | pray to-
day that, as | look at Jesus, my light, that | would find faith and strength to always seek the light
AN AVOIA the AarKNESS. . vu ittt et In
Jesus name, Amen"

Context: Six months have passed and, even though his brothers know about his miracles (7.3),
they don’t believe in him (7.5). How painful that must have been for Jesus. At the right time he
leaves Galilee for the final time, never to return to the place in which he grew up.'® In Jerusalem

13 Jesus as the one whom God sent is mentioned many times over in John's gospel (3:17, 34; 5:36, 38; 6:29, 57; 7:29;
8:42; 10:36; 11:42; 20:21) and especially in the chapter containing Jesus’ great prayer (17:3, 8, 18, 21, 23, 25).

14 The first of seven distinct ‘| am’ sayings in the gospel (6.35, 48, 51; 8:12; 10:7, 9; 10:11, 14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5.

15 Six times Jesus says that he “came down from heaven” (6:33, 38, 41, 50, 51, 58). His claim to heavenly origin is un-
mistakable.

16 Until after his resurrection (21.1)
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he is the subject of rumour (7.12, 25-27, 32), confusion (7.35-36, 40-43) and threat (7.30, 32, 44)."7
The Feast of Tabernacles has provided a wonderful backdrop to his promise that “rivers of living
water will flow” from people how believe in him (7.2, 37-39).'8 Now he goes on to use another
analogy closely tied to the Festival. When Jesus said that he was ‘the light of the world’, he was
consciously connecting with another practice at the Feast of Tabernacles, that of the great nightly
candle-lighting ceremonies. Here is a passage from the Mishnah'® (Sukkah 5:2—3) describing
these ceremonies:

“At the close of the first Festival-day of the Feast they went down to the Court of
the Women...There were golden candlesticks there with four golden bowls on the
top of them and four ladders to each candlestick, and four youths of the priestly
stock and in their hands jars of oil...which they poured into all the bowls. They
made wicks from the worn out drawers and girdles of the priests and with them
they set the candlesticks alight, and there was not a courtyard in Jerusalem that
did not reflect the light of the Beth ha-She’ubah.”

Imagination question: If you visited Jerusalem during the Feast of Tabernacles you'd find it hard
to get away from light. Every courtyard in the city was lit up for a week. Have you ever craved
light? Have you been stuck a dark place? What did it feel like? We entered Baitu Cermin cave near
Labuan Bajo. The cool air was a welcome relief from the humid heat. A sight of bats and the ‘mirror
rock’ was our mission. The outside light faded and | found myself in a powerful darkness. Claustro-
phobia engulfed me and | scrambled back to the entrance, pushing people out of my way. | wanted
light, | needed light, I felt as if | would die if | did not get to the light.

Further questions: When Jesus said that he was the “light of the world” (8.12), what do you think
the people around him thought he meant by this? Why did it upset the Pharisees? As you look
through the rest of the chapter what are the most radical claims of Jesus that you can see? If we
follow Jesus we will “never walk in darkness”, but there are other promises in this chapter - which
ones can you find? When you’ve found them ask yourself what do they mean to you.

Contemplation point: There is so much richness in v12 that it’s hard to get it into one quiet time!
Here are a few thoughts: Jesus’ claim to be the light of the world has roots in the Old Testament
(see Isaiah 42:6; 49:6, 51:4), which speak of the Servant of the Lord, and the Lord himself, as the
light to the nations; we are people rescued from darkness (Col 1.13) and now have a new life in
the light (Jn 1.4); living in the light means we love our brethren (1 John 2.9-11); not only were we
once in darkness, but we were once darkness (Eph 5.8), but now that we are light we do our best
to please God (Eph 5.8-10). What does it mean to you to “live in the light"?

17 Someone said that three questions are posed in this chapter: i. Where did Jesus go to school? (7:15); ii. Where is this
man from? (7:25 — 27): iii. Where is this man going? (7:35). The answer to all three questions is “heaven”.

18 The Feast of tabernacles had a daily water ceremony. Priests processed to the south of the city to the Gihon Spring. A
priest filled a golden jar and a choir sang Isaiah 12:3: “With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.” This wa-
ter was carried back up to the “Water Gate,” followed by crowds carrying a lulab (tree branches representing the desert
booths) and an ethrog (citrus branches representing the harvest). People shook these and sang the Hallel (Psalms 113—
118). Once at the temple, a priest poured the water onto the altar while the crowd circled him and carried on singing. This
was performed seven times on the seventh day. This was a prayer to God for rain (autumn is a time of drought). It was
also rich in spiritual symbolism. In the desert, God gave his people water from a rock (Numbers 20:8, 10), and here water
flowed from the temple rock altar. Zechariah and Ezekiel had foreseen rivers flowing from the temple in a display of
God’s blessing (Ezek 47:1; Zech 14:8). In a drought-stricken land, it was a spectacular vision of water, life-giving water
flowing from God’s life-giving temple. People believed that when the Messiah came he would provide water (as he would
provide manna) just as Moses had done: “In that day the mountains will drip new wine, and the hills will flow with milk;
all the ravines of Judah will run with water. A fountain will flow out of the Lord’s house and will water the valley of
acacias.” (Joel 3:18)

19 The Mishnah was one of the earliest collections of traditions compiled by Rabbis
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Personal questions: Have you decisively turned your back on the darkness? Is the darkness
tempting? Why is this?2° Can you remember why you chose the light? Is it time to refresh your
memory of why you made that decision?

Call to action: | have two suggestions today. 1. Here’s something that may help your evangelism
when talking to people who are as ignorant about who Jesus really was as the Pharisees: write out
a list of the most outrageous things Jesus said about himself, and the scriptures that refer to those
sayings. Keep the list handy, and the next time you meet someone who thinks Jesus was an ordi-
nary human, share one or more of those statements with them and ask them what they think. 2.
Make a list of the good things that living in the light has brought you and pray through them.

Finish today’s Bible study with a prayer .....

Day 5
John 10: “Follow Jesus the good shepherd”

Read John chapter 10

Starter prayer: “Father, | thank you that you have been a wonderful shepherd to me, making me
lie down in green pastures and leading me beside quiet waters. As | study today’s passage, please
help me to feed on what you have provided............cooviiiiiiiii In
Jesus name, Amen"

Context: The ‘light’ theme continues as the eyes of a blind man receive light for the first time in his
life (9.6-7). The Pharisees prefer darkness even while, oddly, they think they are in the light - a
warning against spiritual complacency for any of us. We go on from manna, water and light to an-
other passage rich with spiritual symbolism. Let’s visit the sheep farm with Jesus. Families in vil-
lages had only a few sheep kept in a walled courtyard. Households clubbed together to provide a
shepherd (usually a child from one of the families). Each morning the shepherd went house to
house, and doorkeepers opened their courtyard doors. The sheep heard him call and followed him
into the open country to feed because they knew his voice. The courtyard walls were up to two me-
ters high. A false shepherd had to climb over them because no doorkeeper would allow him in,
and, of course, the sheep would not recognise his voice. Instead, they would run away from him.

Imagination question: What'’s your favourite voice in the world? One you recognise and trust. A
voice that makes you feel safe. Why do you like that voice? One voice | treasure hearing is my
mother’s. She is 80 this year and | call her as often as | can. My blood pressure drops as soon as |
hear her say, “hello”. Our conversations always begin the same way, ME: “Hello mother”; HER:
“Hello”; ME: “How is one?”; HER: “Oh, one is very well indeed, thank you.” Our ritual is something |
do with no one else, it's special to us. The point of course is not the words, nor the sound of the
voice, but the trust in the relationship.

Further questions: Why do you think Jesus uses the sheep analogy for his followers? And why
does he use the shepherd idea about himself? Who was the first shepherd in the Bible? Is there
any significance in that when thinking about Jesus? What do you think Jesus had in mind when he

20 |t is ironic and tragic that the people of God rejected Jesus and turned their backs on him at this Feast. The Mishnah
tells us about something that happened each day at the Feast: ‘When they [two priests] reached the gate that leads out
to the east, they turned their faces to the west and said, “Our fathers when they were in this place turned with their backs
toward the Temple of the Lord and their faces toward the east, and they worshipped the sun toward the east; but as for
us, our eyes are turned toward the Lord” (Sukkah 5:4). Even as their priests were proclaiming themselves to be faithful
in contrast to their forefathers who turned their backs on the temple of the Lord and worshipped the sun, they were in fact
turning their backs on the Lord himself as he visited them in the person of his Son.

Page 7 of 10



Malcolm Cox

said he came to provide “life to the full”? What kind of ‘fullness’??" Good shepherds protected their
sheep at some risk to themselves, but what is different about the kind of sacrifice Jesus made for
us?

Contemplation point: Life in all its fullness is glimpsed briefly in Eden (Genesis 2). We catch a
vision of it in Revelation (Revelation 21 & 22). However, we live in the ‘in-between’ times. While still
here on earth we will not have all the fullness of what awaits us in the next life, but we can enjoy
the promises of John 10.9 - namely, i. Salvation; ii. Safety; iii Sustenance.

Personal questions: Are you grateful for the life Jesus has given you? If you don't feel it’s a very

‘full’ life, why might this be? How do you know you are listening to his voice? What does it mean to
‘listen’ to his voice? What kind of ‘pasture’ has Jesus given you to feed on? How does it make you
feel when you think about the fact that he could have saved himself, but did not?

Call to action: Jesus says, ‘I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch
them out of my hand” (John 10:28). When we really believe that it gives us tremendous confi-
dence. Such confidence makes us very bold, and gives us the courage to face our fears. Read
over that verse again, pray and go face a fear today.

Finish today’s Bible study with a prayer .....

Day 6
John 11: “Follow Jesus and weep”

Read John chapter 11

Starter prayer: “Father, | praise you that you are not only transcendent, but also able to under-
stand and even feel my pain. Thank you that Jesus was as human as me and that he cares about
my struggles and the struggles of people around me. Help me, as | study this chapter today, to
take on the heart of Jesus and to proclaim his resurrection POWEr...........cocovvviiiiniiniiienn.

Context: Men are selecting stones to throw at Jesus (10.31). They want to seize him (10.39), but
the time is not right. Back in a safe place with happy memories, Jesus carries on doing good, and
teaching the good news (10.40-41). Many people believe in him and accept him for who he is:
Messiah, Son of God and Lamb of God. New we see his mastery not only over water, wine and
thirst, bread and hunger, gravity, sickness and blindness, but even death. This is the last miracle/
sign that John records Jesus doing. He is telling us that if we’ve not got Jesus by now, we’ve not
been paying attention!

Imagination question: Have you ever sent someone an urgent message? One that needed an
instant reply? How did it feel while you were waiting for the reply? Could you do anything or think
about anything until you received the answer? Were you sitting, standing, pacing up and down,
chewing your nails?

Further questions: Why do you think Jesus delayed going to see his friends even though he must
have known they were tense and fearful?22 What does Thomas’ comment (11.16) tell you about the

21 The Greek word here, ‘perissos’ implies there will be more than enough, extraordinary or excessive provision, full
abundance. It carries the idea of a table overladen with food evidencing God’s blessings of shalom as well as His justice
(Neh 5:17; Job 36:16; Ps 23:5; 78:19).

22 The spirit of a dead person was thought to hover around the body for three days before finally departing
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scale of the threat to Jesus’ life? What does it reveal about Thomas?23 Jesus goes back to a place
where his personal safety was endangered - what does this tell you about love? What progression
do you see in Martha’s understanding of Jesus and his power? Why do you suppose Jesus wept
when he already knew he was going to bring Lazarus back to life?2* What impact did this have on
the bystanders? Why do you think Martha is worried about the smell? (v39) Didn’t she believe in
Jesus as the Messiah?

Contemplation point: Jesus does not rebuke anyone for weeping here. He weeps too. You can
bring your pain to him - it's safe. We were sitting in a cafe drinking coffee. It was a busy. Tables
were close, customers talking loudly, waiters bumping into chairs. | told my friend about a very
painful situation in my family. He started to cry. The noise, the clutter, the crowd all vanished in that
instant of connected compassion. | felt my eyes moisten as | came into contact with his compas-
sion on my behalf. That’s a true friend. Someone who weeps with you and for you. Jesus is our
best friend.

Personal questions: Have you become impatient with Jesus for delaying answering your re-

quests? Can you trust him for his timing? Have you taken your greatest fears and pain to him? ‘
Have you dared to weep with him? What about weeping with others in their pain? Do you worry

about the ‘smell’, or trust in the miracle?

Call to action: Jesus wants all people to know about his resurrection power (11.25-26) — who can
you tell today about his wonderful hope? If you've held back from weeping with Jesus or with
friends, why not pray today to open your heart to this level of Christlike compassion?

Finish today’s Bible study with a prayer .....

Day 7
John 12: “Follow Jesus and die”

Read John chapter 12

Starter prayer: “Father, | praise you that Jesus did not shrink from death, and that he did not allow
fear of people to prevent him from doing your will. | thank you that he died for me, and pray that
todays’ quiet time will give me the strength to live a life of self-sacrifice..........ccccvviveviiinin

Context: The irony is heavy. Raising Lazarus from the dead has made Jesus’ own death more like-
ly (Jn 11.53). The Sanhedrin decide that one man is worth sacrificing for their nation (11.50), while
Jesus has decided that his own sacrifice is worth it for the salvation of the whole of humankind.
God always works on a bigger scale than us! Jesus knows the time is not quite right for the final
showdown in Jerusalem, so he goes to Ephraim with his disciples. Chapter 12 is like a slideshow
where each picture builds a clearer and clearer picture of why Jesus is about the die and what it
means for those who follow him.25

Imagination question: What’s the most expensive gift you’ve ever been given? Or that you've
given someone else? It might not have cost a lot of money, but it cost you everything you had. A

23 See also Jn 14.5; 20.24-29; 21.22-23

24 “deeply moved” (v33) is ‘embrimaomai’ in Greek, often translated ‘to rebuke’, or ‘to give a stern warning. If so, towards
what? The faithlessness of Mary & Martha, death itself, or something else?

25 Death is a thread through the chapter: w1, 7, 9, 10, 17, 24, 33
Page 9 of 10



Malcolm Cox

child’s pocket money spent on a gift for a parent is a greater sacrifice than a working adult spend-
ing some of their spare cash on a present.

Further questions: Why do you think Mary poured out this expensive perfume at this time, and
not earlier? They'd know each other for a while at this point. What do we learn about Judas
(vv4-6)? Why did the chief priests want to kill Lazarus? For what reason do you think Jesus chose
a colt instead of a horse?26 Wouldn't a horse be more fitting for a king?27 Can you think of a reason
John includes the story about the Greeks (v20ff)? God’s voice is heard (v28) in answer to Jesus’
prayer - why might God have spoken at this time? Many believe in Jesus (including leaders (v42),
but fear prevents them from being open about their faith. What do you suppose they feared most?
Why wouldn't they follow Jesus?

Contemplation point: A plant from Nepal (Nardostachys jatamansi) provides nard. It was hard to
collect, and expensive to buy. A year’s wages was the amount poured out by Mary. That’s se<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>