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The editors of The New Paper and Lianhe
‘Wanbao had used three main defences

against the defamation action
Christian Church. They s

the Central
in

proving that their reports were fair

comment, but failed in justifying their claim

that the church is a cult and in claiming
qualified privilege’.

Tan Ooi Boon reports.

Why church wasn’t considered cult

B Not a half-crazed commune B No secret agenda B Members allowed toleave

THE Central Christian
Church mag have some con-
troversial beliefs and prac-
tices, but the evidende sub-
mitted by two nmpapers
and a Christian m:
this matter was ir

usll%:g calling it a cult,
h Court held yester-

Th daﬂendanm the 901-
tors of The New Paper, the
Chinese-language evening
daily Lianhe o0 and
Christian ine Impact —
had detailed practices such

the CCC as
t! regarded itse asthe"h'ue
S cineh eaes Qg
8 ers
the court heanng .

cruit new members.

But Justice Warren Khoo
said; “What CCC teaches is
Erl:lnbly no more strange

what is, taught b{mm;lné

others, The same can

to' ahout ﬂmmemgyrthmg

= ipleship, thi

, the cun-
trol the unremsl'ttin.g
mands.

Justice Khoo said he had
found that witnesses for both
sides had taken their oath se-
riously during the trial.

He said: “Different wit-
nesses tend to put different
colours to the depend-
ing on which side they are on.
However, whether the de-

an mw\ nf theas allaoatinna

Its members had full-time
jobs like other church mem-
rs, and they did not give up

their assets to the church.

The CCC leaders-also did

not "ll\re m riches on the
backs of its

Thejudgc said: “Itisnota

secret organisation run by
persons with an agenda
which s kept secret from its
members. People are wel-
come to ]oin its meetings and
services." He added that the

Newspapers’ privilege no
greater than private citizen

within the category of “interested” recipients |

NEWSPAPERS areprotectedbypr(v!lege

of such information, as defined by the law.
The court ruled that the defence was not
avmjablem either The New Paper or Lianhe

church had, in fact, wanted procee rmasn jons
people to attend these activi- cmm:hdm :su':h 85 “’355 o
ties so that they could see if Butin other mat _—
they wished to join. k. 10 matters, th
He said: “Th by the ssnsnogreaterihnnun‘l

fully aware of ?"“" being & byama;t:fmn hec'{:mm‘:;donthe

invol ue. Peo— rr .

d of qualified pr

nle are never

their news reports of the
uhurch would be of interest only to a section
of the public, and not to all their readers.
Justice Khoo said: “Journalists, no doubt,
Tegarditaxthelrprofeanions quy reper
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